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triumphal entry as the independent ruler of the city. Cadir
was murdered by a hostile faction within the walls: and the
Cid, advancing with his usual prudence, spent some time in
possessing himself of the suburbs and the approaches to the
city, before the siege was commenced in good earnest, in July,
1093.

The operations were carried on in the most ferocious fashion
by the attacking force. Roderic burned his prisoners alive
from day to day within the sight of the walls, or caused them
to be torn in pieces by his dogs under the very eyes of their
fellow-to wnsmen.1

The blockaded city was soon a prey to the utmost horrors of
famine. Negotiation was fruitless. Succour came not. Neither
Christian nor Moslem, neither Alfonso the Castilian, nor
Yussuf the Almoravide, nor Mostain of Saragossa, appearing to
defend or to relieve the city, Valencia capitulated on the 15th
of June, 1094.

The Moslem commander, Iban Jahaf, was burnt alive. The
were "treated ^wifh ^sc'ant"~cpnsTderation,
rdCT as might Have been supposed,""proclaimed "him-
self sovereign of Valencia, independent of either Christian
Alfonso or Moorish Mostain; and at Valencia he lived and
reigned until the day of his death, but five years afterwards,
in 1099. His rule was often threatened by the Almoravides;
but as long as the champion lived they could effect no entry
within the walls of his city.

For full three years after his death, moreover, his widow
Ximena, and his cousin Alvar Fanez, maintained a precarious
sovereignty at Valencia. At length, unsupported by Alfonso
of Leon, and unable to stand alone in the midst of the
Moslems, they retired to Burgos, carrying with them the body
of the Cid embalmed in precious spices, borne, as of old, on his
faithful steed Babieca, to its last resting place in Castile.
Valencia was immediately occupied by the Almoravides, and
became once more a Moslem stronghold; nor did it finally
pass into Christian hands until it was taken by James I. of
Aragon in 1238. The Cid was buried in the monastery of
Cardena,2 near Burgos; and the body of his heroic wife, Dona
Ximena, who died in 1104, was laid by his side in the tomb.

!Dozy, Reckerches, iL, 130, 131, and 186, 187.

,,    2 The bones of the Cid were removed from San Pedro de Cardefia in 1842 to
thfc, Casa del Ayuntamiento or Town Hall of Burgos, where they may now be